
Editorial Americas, Americans 

The editors offer readers a warm welcome to the inaugural edition of EnterText. It 

includes some fine creative work as well as some stimulating research papers in a 

variety of fields. Our interdisciplinary approach is committed to combining cultural and 

historical studies with creative items, and we hope to receive a wide range of 

submissions, both conventional and experimental.  

It is our intention that EnterText should establish a reputation for scholarly standards as 

stringent as those of any traditional journal, while at the same time making use of the 

enormous opportunities the internet offers Ð with the caution that it is a tool, and like 

any other can be put to good or bad use. Now that the shakeout of web opportunists is 

getting under way, the internet's lasting value as a tool for intelligent communication 
transcending conventional barriers should become clearer.  

We are committed to the idea of free access. The circumventing of markets, and 

particularly the straitjacket imposed on creative and scholarly publishing by commercial 

considerations, is a major boon. The internet revolutionises publishing because it cuts 

out the cost of material production. Substantial and complex documents can be posted 

on the web and accessed from anywhere in the world with the necessary technology, at 

minimal cost Ð though it is perhaps appropriate here to remember that some sixty per 

cent of the world's population have never even made a phone-call (net users are, by 

definition, at this date a privileged minority, however international). Like most 

conventional academic journals we are not in a position to pay our contributors, but we 

hope that to be published in EnterText, and the free access to an international 

readership it will offer contributors, will provide real value.  

Some users may choose to read online. Others who prefer to read from a paper copy can 


