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Mansour. Samar was born in Beirut and lived there as a Palestinian refugee, until she 
immigrated at the age of eleven to Australia, where she is now a citizen. 
 
Vivian Nun Halloran is Assistant Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies 
in the Department of Comparative Literature at Indiana University, Bloomington. A 
Puerto Rican with a first degree in English and Spanish, she studied at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder, and the University of California, Los Angeles, where she was 
awarded a doctorate in 2002 for a dissertation entitled “Owning (up to) the Silence: 
Slavery and the Caribbean Postmodern Historical Novel.” Her essays on Spanish and 
Caribbean literature have appeared in journals such as Atenea and the Journal of the 
African Activist Association.  
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