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Dr Wendy Knepper (guest editor) is a Lecturer in transnational modernism and 

postcolonial literature at Brunel University as well as co-founder of the Brunel Gender & 

Sexuality Research Centre (2011). She has published articles on Caribbean literature 

and theory, gender-related issues, and crime fiction in essay collections and peer-

reviewed journals, including PMLA and Small Axe. She has recently published Patrick 

Chamoiseau: A Critical Introduction (2012), which presents an analytic account of the 



171 | Contributors 

 

colleague on a book exploring ideas of peacemaking and nonviolence in literature from 

times of war and conflict. 

Dr Jo Pready was awarded her PhD from Nottingham in 2010. Her research focuses on 

the role of environment in novels from the late Victorian period through to contemporary 

fiction. This research involves the consideration of the interplay between space and 

character: how novels may be manipulated by the role of place and location and how the 

construction of environment may be informed by social and political theories. This 

research applies ‘psychogeography’ to an analysis of narratives. Generally, this work 

focuses on the idea of movement, which covers a broad and interdisciplinary research 

area, ranging from travel writing through to urban planning and regeneration, the use of 

suburbs and the movements from inner city developments to suburban areas, the growth 

of the railway and the underground, and so forth. Her recent focus has been on 

architecture and, in particular, the use of hotels in novels through a postmodern 

consideration of the power that this space has to shape events and character. Since 

gaining her PhD, Dr Pready has taught at the University of Westminster and Brunel 

University. She is currently working as a research officer at the University of Brighton. 

Dr Mohanalakshmi Rajakumar is a writer and educator who has lived in Qatar since 

2005. She completed her doctorate at University of Florida with a focus on gender and 

postcolonial theory. Her first book, Haram in the Harem (Peter Lang, 2009) is a literary 

analysis of the works of three Muslim women authors in India, Algeria, and Pakistan. She 

is the creator of the Qatar Narratives series, and co-editor of five books, as well as the 

Qatari Voices anthology, which features essays by Qataris on modern life in Doha 

(Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing, 2010). Her work has been published in 

Brownbook, Variety Arabia, AudioFile Magazine, Explore Qatar, Woman Today, The 

Woman, Speak without Interruption, Writers and Artists Yearbook, QatarClick, and Qatar 

Explorer


